‘I am a Child, not a Bride’ Campaign

By the children and for the children of Province-02 of Nepal
A Community health improvement initiative of IRHDTC/Nepal

Economic Impacts of Child Marriage report published by the World Bank and The International
Center for Research on Women (ICRW)-2017 raises a thought provoking question, Can Nepal
end Child Marriage by 2030 ?

Data shows that 37% of girls in Nepal marry before the age of 18, and 10% are still married by
the age of 15. This is the third highest rate of child marriage in South Asia after Bangladesh and
India. Terai and Madhesh of Province-02 have a particularly high rate of child marriage as
compare to other provinces. In this scenario, there is a doubt on government target to eradicate
Child Marriage by 2030.

Before the age of 20 years, girls are not ready to become wives and mothers neither physically
nor emotionally. Child Marriage ultimately deprived them from Fundamental Rights such as
health education & safety and exposes to various gender based violence and related problems.

Why child marriage is the major cause for many other problems is because of following reasons:
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Child marriage is the major cause for many other problems. Though many programs and
campaigns by governmental and non-governmental organizations are being carried out in
province no. 2 in order to minimize the cases of child marriage and gender based violence, but
remarkable achievement could not be achieved. Thus state government has started a campaign
with a slogan, “Educate daughter, save daughter” with the objective to reduce the cases of child
marriage and gender based violence to a low level.

In this case, IRHDTC, Nepal has made a plan to support this campaign of state government by

making collaboration with child clubs of local schools. Child marriage and its devastating
problems could not be minimized until & unless adolescent girls are made aware and enhance
their leadership skills.

Plan of IRHDTC, Nepal:

Firstly, with the slogan of “I am a child, not a bride”, we will promote awareness regarding child
marriage at local level along with the collaboration of child clubs. Such awareness campaign will
be conducted on the leadership of adolescent girls associated with respective clubs. The duration
of this campaign will be one year and schools, local wards and other stakeholders will be
coordinated accordingly.

This campaign will be operated as follows:

e 20 adolescent girls (10 from each club) as a messenger for the campaign from two child
clubs in Parsa district of Nepal will be selected.

e Various orientation training will be given to selected messengers

e Such trained messengers will now conduct various programs at local level focusing on
the possible effect of child marriage in health and physical, social & physiological
development.

e Afterwards, by the initiation of participatory child club with collaboration of local
government and concerned stakeholders, we will make the respective ward a child
marriage free ward.

In the next phase, in order to increase the scope and to make this campaign more effective, we
will promote the participation of all child clubs within the municipality.

At the end of this campaign, following achievements are expected:

e Minimization in the cases of child marriage and initiation for gender equality.
e Increased number of children going to school.

e Minimization in maternal & child death rate.

e Access to health services & facilities.

e Leadership development as well as capability enhancement of adolescent girls.
e Efforts to make local government more responsible and accountable.



Annex: Province-02, News & Facts
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